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Threat level system updated to include all forms of terrorism
Changes to the terrorism threat level system come into effect
in July. The changes, which follow an extensive review into
the country’s approach to counter-terrorism following the
attacks in 2017, mean that the system will now reflect the
threat posed by all forms of terrorism, irrespective of ideology.
There will now be a single national threat level describing the
threat to the UK. The threat from Northern Ireland-related
terrorism in Northern Ireland will remain separate.
This means, for the first time, the threat from extreme right and left-wing terrorism will be reflected
in the published threat level.
The changes follow the joint police and MI5 Operational Improvement Review which followed the
2017 attacks.
Based on recommendations made in that review, the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre (JTAC)
began assessing the threat from all forms of terrorism in November 2018. From 23rd July, the
published threat level will reflect JTAC’s assessment.
The level of threat has not changed from SEVERE, meaning an attack is highly likely. JTAC sets
the threat level independently of the government.
Terrorism threat levels give a broad indication of the likelihood of an attack. They are an important
tool for security practitioners and the police to determine what protective security is necessary.
They also keep the public informed of the threat the country faces.
Additionally, the definitions of some of the threat levels will be updated to ensure they are clear
and consistent.
More information on how to report suspicious activity or what to do in the event of an attack is
published on GOV.UK
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Safeguarding news
The National Autistic Society and the DfE have updated some
guidance to support schools with safeguarding children and young
people on the autistic spectrum, which includes information on
radicalisation.

Counter Extremism Commission releases first round of evidence of
extremism
The Independent Commission for Countering Extremism has
published statistics from their call for evidence, which received 3,000
responses, as well as 5 academic papers on the threat from Far Right
and Far Left extremism.
Some highlights from the call for evidence include that;
 more than half (52%) of respondents have witnessed extremism in some way.
 of these almost half (45%) said they’d seen it online and two-fifths (39%) said they’d seen it in
their local area.
The academic papers that have now been published include;
1. Overview of the far right
2. Modernising and Mainstreaming: The Contemporary British Far Right
3. National Action: Links between the far right, extremism and terrorism
4. The values of the Far Left and their acceptance among the general British public and the selfidentifying ‘very leftwing’
5. Talking Our Way Out of Conflict: Critical reflections on ‘mediated dialogue’ as a tool for
secondary level CVE
The Department for Education has published guidance for schools in
England outlining how they can ensure their pupils understand how to
stay safe and behave online as part of forthcoming and existing
curriculum requirements. The guidance sets out relevant law and
guidance and provides a framework of core values and key principles
to support a proactive approach to supporting children and young
people with challenging behaviour, and a reduction in the need to use
restraint and restrictive intervention.
The Home Office have published their response to the serious
violence duty consultation. The responses indicated that there is
clear support for the Government’s description of an effective
multi-agency ‘public health’ approach to preventing and tackling
serious violence, however there was no clear consensus about
which of the three options listed in the paper would best achieve
this approach.
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The Department for Education has announced the launch of
a 9.3 million mental health training programme for schools
and colleges in England. The training, led by the Anna Freud
National Centre for Children and Families, will be rolled out to
schools and colleges in phases over four years starting in
September 2019.

The NSPCC recently published “Learning from Serious Case Reviews”
which highlighted that the internet presents extra challenges for those
working to protect children from abuse. They found that perpetrators of
child sexual abuse and exploitation can form online communities and
share child sexual abuse images online. They also learned that they may
groom children via social networking sites, without the knowledge of their
parents or professionals. They found that young people may be exposed
to harmful online content and be tricked or coerced into sharing sexual
images of themselves.
Barnardo’s has published findings from research looking
at young people’s views and concerns about their future
as well as the future of their communities and the country.
Findings from a YouGov survey of more than 1,000 young
people aged 16- 24 and information gathered from three
focus groups with young people supported by
Barnardo’s include: 67% of young people feel their
generation will be worse off than their parents’ generation
and 69% feel they will have worse ‘overall happiness and
mental health’ compared to their parents’ generation.
The Association of Directors of Children’s Services (ADCS) has published
a discussion paper on serious youth violence and knife crime which can be
associated with gang involvement. The paper: discusses current
responses to harms and risks; outlines what is missing in these responses;
and calls on the government to reaffirm the importance of treating serious youth violence and knife
crime as a child protection and safeguarding concern, and provide a clear and coordinated strategy
focused on prevention backed by long term sustainable funding.

Research in Practice is inviting professionals to participate
in a survey to inform the development and delivery of the
Tackling Child Exploitation (TCE) Support Programme
which aims to support local areas to develop an effective
strategic response to child exploitation and threats from
outside the family home, including child sexual exploitation
and child criminal exploitation. Feedback is being gathered
from professionals across children’s and adult social care,
education, youth offending, health, and law enforcement.
The deadline is 19 August 2019.
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Forthcoming National Awareness Events
Sept 19
9 Sept 19
23-30 Sept 19
21 Sep 19

World Alzheimer’s Month
National Dementia Carers Day
International Week of the Deaf
World Alzheimer’s Day

Oct 19
1 Oct 19
7-13 Oct 19
8-14 Oct 19
10 Oct 19
12-19 Oct 19

National Cyber Security Awareness Month
International Older People’s Day
National Braille Week
Hospice Care Week
World Mental Health Day
Hate Crime Awareness Week

Forthcoming Training and Awareness sessions

Bereavement Matters in Dudley Event for Children and Young People Workforce
On Wednesday 25th September 2019, 9.30-15.30 at Saltwells EDC, Bowling Green Road,
Netherton, DY2 9LY
Dudley Council Public Health have organised an event to explore all aspects of bereavement
including building resilience within compassionate communities and organisations. It will consider
how bereavement impacts children, young people and their families and the workforce.
Lunch will be provided to book your space visit https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bereavementmatters-in-dudley-event-for-children-and-young-people-workforce-tickets-65163227969
For more information about Bereavement Matters in Dudley Event for Children and Young People
Workforce please contact: Rachael Doyle – Rachael.doyle@dudley.gov.uk
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Although most of us welcome the summer sun, high temperatures can be harmful to your health.
Public Health England have produced a poster to staying safe in hot weather which is attached at
the end of this newsletter.
The heat can affect anyone, but some people run a greater risk of serious harm. Those who may
be more at risk from the effects of heat include the following:









older people, especially those over 75
babies and young children
people with a serious chronic condition, particularly dementia, heart, breathing or mobility
problems
people with serious mental health problems
people on certain medications, including those that affect sweating and temperature control
(for example, diuretics, antihistamines, beta-blockers and antipsychotics)
people who are already ill and dehydrated (for example, from gastroenteritis)
people who misuse alcohol or drugs or people who are physically active (for example, soldiers,
athletes, hikers and manual workers)
homeless people

There are some simple things you can do to keep you and your family well:













look after yourself, check on others especially older people
listen to the weather forecast and the news
plan ahead to avoid the heat
drink plenty of water, avoid alcohol and caffeinated drinks
dress appropriately for the weather
slow down and avoid heavy activity
know how to keep your home cool
go indoors or outdoors, whichever feels cooler
cars get hot, avoid closed spaces
be on the lookout for signs of heat related illness
if you’re too hot, cool your skin with water, slow down and rehydrate
get help, speak to your pharmacist or call NHS 111, in an emergency call 999
The NHS also have a web page with further information about keeping well in the heat and the
Met Office has updated its heatwave pages where you can learn more about
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heatwaves.
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Keep water safe this summer
With the hot weather upon us and the temptation to take a
cooling dip, residents are being reminded to stay safe around
water this summer.
While a pond or canal may look safe and inviting, it can harbour many
hidden dangers which can put people at risk. Swimming in cold water
poses serious risks even for the strongest of swimmers.
During the school holidays, and in hot weather in particular, increasing numbers of people, especially
children, put themselves at risk of drowning. In 2017 255 people drowned accidentally or through natural
causes in water in the UK (RoSPA) and in 2011, 22 teenagers aged 15-19 drowned accidentally in the UK,
with the majority of these deaths happening in inland waters.
To keep safe when in, on or beside water, always follow the Water Safety Code.
Spot the dangers - water may look safe, but it can be dangerous. Learn to spot and keep away from
dangers which include very cold temperatures, hidden currents, deep water, rubbish like shopping trolleys
or broken glass, steep banks making it difficult to get out and pollution or contaminants in the water which
can cause serious illness
Take safety advice - special flags and notices may warn of danger and their warnings should be followed.
Go together - children should always go with an adult, not by themselves. An adult can point out dangers
or help if somebody gets into trouble.
Learn how to help - people may be able to help if they know what to do in an emergency. If someone is in
difficulty, get help, preferably a lifeguard if there is one nearby, or dial 999 and ask for the police at inland
water sites and the coastguard at the beach.
Swimming at a staffed swimming pool where lifeguards are on duty is the safest and most fun option.
There are no lifeguards at quarries, canals, lakes, reservoirs or rivers.
Councillor Nicolas Barlow, cabinet member for health said:
“When the sun is shining and the water is shimmering invitingly it can be hugely tempting to take a dip to
cool off. But swimming in canals, ponds, reservoirs and the like is fraught with hidden dangers. We would
urge people wanting to cool off in the summer months to make the most of our leisure centres, which are
even more appealing this year as they are all running free school holiday swimming sessions.”
To find out more about free swimming in Dudley visit https://www.freeswimindudley.co.uk/home

For further information on water safety contact Rachael Doyle on 01384 815547 or
rachael.doyle@dudley.gov.uk
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